
PetSmart’s First Feline Forum 

Two of our members, 
Shirley Hutchison and Sue 
Schamp, attended the 
PetSmart Charities’ Feline 
Forum in Chicago on Sept. 
24-26, 2009.  There were 
over 600 participants from 
42 states and Canada gath-
ered together to learn 
about and discuss homeless 
cats.  There were 6 tracks 
for the seminars, and one 
whole track was devoted to 
feral and free-roaming cats.   
Since we work with feral 
cats, I will discuss what was 
learned in those seminars.   
It was so uplifting to see so 
many people who provide 
TNR around the country.  
Many communities partner 
with feral cat organizations 
to provide community-wide 

TNR programs.  The large 
organizations that pre-
sented all have many re-
sources on their websites 
for working with local gov-
ernments, teaching caretak-
ers how to trap, applying 
for grants, and many other 
topics that are vital to our 
type of organizations.   

One thing that I learned is 
that we can never do too 
much education about feral 
cats.  We all need to be 
advocates for change, 
whether we are talking to 
neighbors or lawmakers.  
Learn what laws exist in 
your communities and 
work together to be sure 
that feral-friendly laws are 
passed.  Be sure you have 
appropriate management of 

your colonies.  This in-
cludes not only having 
them all spayed/neutered, 
but providing food, water 
and shelter, and making 
sure that you are a good 
neighbor.  Many organiza-
tions buy and hand out 
various deterrents to 
neighbors so that the colo-
nies can stay where they are 
and not cause problems.  

Fundraising was a major 
issue.  It takes work to get 
the funds for a TNR pro-
gram.  There are many op-
tions ranging from grants, 
donations and community 
funding.(Martin P)  Data 
shows that TNR is more 
cost-effective than trap/kill 
policies.  Let’s educate law-
makers that TNR works!!! 

Remember —Read and You Could Win 

With the previous issue of 
our newsletter we instituted 
a fun little game of hide-
and-seek.  The first names 
and last initials of 5 of you 
have been hidden among 
the text of some of the arti-
cles in each newsletter.  If 

you see your name, email 
sue@felinefriendsks.com or 
send a letter to the address 
on page 4 to claim your 
prize.  It is a small token of 
our appreciation for read-
ing our newsletter and sup-
porting our efforts.   
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òAn association of people who careó 



With this issue of our newsletter, you 
get a bonus page.  We have included 
our 2008 Annual Report on Page 5 so 
that all our supporters can see just what 
we have accomplished.   

We are not a large group, but with the 
dedication and unselfish nature of our 
small group of volunteers, we have ac-
complished a great deal.  In the TNR 
department, we have prevented thou-
sands of feral kittens from being born, 
yet lovingly provide for our spayed/
neutered colony members as though 
they are the most important animals on 
earth.   

How many organizations do you know 
that can accomplish anything with no 
paid staff, only volunteers?  Notice the 
“Salaries and Other Overhead” section.  

   We have an email distribution list of 
over 200 individuals and that list is 
constantly growing.  More people have 
heard of TNR and are aware of the 
plight of feral cats.  More people like 
you are able and willing to make a dent 
in the population by making your tax-
deductible donations to organizations 
like Friends of Felines.   

In order to continue to grow and help 

more cats, we need your financial dona-
tions, as well as your donations of time.  
The sense of satisfaction that comes 
from this kind of volunteering can be 
rewarding, and it doesn’t need to take a 
large amount of your time.  One eve-
ning every week or so would go a long 
way towards reducing the population of 
feral cats.   

With today’s economy, financial gifts 
aren’t always easy to provide.  Consider 
giving of yourself and your time.  Those 
are invaluable gifts that only you can 
give.  Contact sue@felinefriendsks.com 
to volunteer.  Thank you.  

growling.  What’s worse, many feral 
cats have just given birth to maybe their 
second litter this season.(Karen B)  

Feral Cat Day is quickly approaching.  
How will you celebrate?  Millions of 
feral cats will spend that day cowering 
and shivering in the cold rain.  All they 
have to look forward to is the upcom-
ing freezing weather with no shelter, 
and a non-existent food supply.  They 
have to look in dumpsters or try to 
catch mice just to fill a small part of 
their hunger.  Imagine going to sleep in 
a cold, wet corner with your stomach 

Now they have to try to find food for 
them as well.  Sadly, many of those 
kittens won’t live through the cold, 
dark nights.  They will slowly starve and 
freeze to death. 

You can help.  Honor those cats with a 
donation of $60 to get one feral cat 
TNR services.  If we work together we 
can impact the feral cat population in 
our lifetime.   The cats thank you. 
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Message From Our President 

Feral Cat Day is October 16th 

 

them.  Their goal is to place these pets 
in their “forever” homes.  So if a cat is 
shy, it would work best in an adult 
home.(Anita R)  But if a kitten is play-
ful and active it could be considered by 

a family with young children.  Their 
personality information is placed on 
their ID cards so adopters can search 
for just the right pet personality.   

We also saw the fabulous clinic, where 
all the animals are spayed or neutered 
prior to adoption.  The new “Kitty 
Condos” allow cats more room to ex-
plore while adopters can observe them. 

Congrats on a state-of-the-art facility. 

FOF Tours New Kansas Humane Society 
For our August meeting, Wayne ar-
ranged for us to have a private tour of 
the new Kansas Humane Society in 
Wichita.  Karla and Chloe met us and 
spent 90 minutes with our group.  We 
got to cuddle kitties and pet pooches, 
and we learned many new things.  All 
the animals admitted have to pass a 
personality test in order to be consid-
ered adoptable.  They use the ASPCA’s 
“Meet Your Match” program to test 

Visit them at  

Kshumane.org 
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Dear Shirley, 

How terrified we were, so many years 
ago when somebody “dumped” my 3 
littermates and I!  Sadly, the tiniest one 
didn’t make it—and soon, my fluffy 
white mate disappeared.  So it was just 
Suri and I left.  But we weren’t alone.  
We landed in one of the best places a 
kitten could be.  We ended up at Cow-
town in your loving arms.  You nur-
tured us to grow up strong and healthy.  
Now it is more than 17 years later.  You 
have fed me, loved me, even taken me 
to your home when I didn’t feel well or 
it was just too cold out for my old 

bones.  And I am so glad you have 
taken me to Dr. Bartel all these years.  
He is so kind and makes me feel safe. 

I have seen a lot of other kitties come 
and go at Cowtown, but one thing has 
remained the same.(Shirley O)  I could 
always count on you to be there for me.  

After all, you have loved all those kitties 
for over 22 years.   

Shirley, the time has come.  I have been 
so proud and so loyal, but time has 
taken its toll.  Dr. B. has decided that I 
am ready for Kitty Heaven, and he has 
helped me get there.  I want you to 
know how thankful I am to have spent 
my time on earth with you, and now I 
am truly at peace.  I will wait patiently 
for you to come join all of us here.  It is 
really beautiful and you will love it too.  
Until we meet again. 

Love, from Pepper 

The San Francisco SPCA has opposed 
this though because it fears it would 
cause more cats to be abandoned or 
taken to shelters due to problems with 
scratching furniture and other items.   

So what should be the answer?  Cats 
naturally scratch.  Many cats easily 
learn to using a scratching post or pad 
when they are young but it can take 
perseverance to teach them.   An ani-

San Francisco is considering a ban on 
declawing cats.  Somehow the word 
“declawing” makes me think of just 
having the claws cut out, something 
like losing your fingernail—no big deal. 
But, the procedure actually involves 
taking the last bone from each toe.  
Ouch!!!  Imagine having the first joint 
of all your fingers removed, all at the 
same time.  It is much more involved 
than most people imagine.   

mal behaviorist can help you learn to 
train your cat.  There are other ways to 
protect important pieces of furniture as 
well.  Sometimes it is just easier to re-
linquish that chair to the cats—and let 
them have their way with it.  We don’t 
live on the cover of Good Housekeep-
ing anyway, do we?  Is it worth mutilat-
ing your loving companion to preserve 
a piece of furniture?  What does that 
say about our values?  Think about it. 

Love, from Pepper 

Tidbits 

people in some unusual poses.  You can 
see a Sphynx that looks like a Jedi, or a 
closeup of a beautiful Maine Coon.  
Check out the blue Persian that is al-
most as long as the little girl holding 

her!  (Kathleen F) This is a feel-good 
book for cat lovers that also gives some 
information on the history of cats in 
general and of some specific breeds.   

The author is a world-renowned pho-
tographer from France who has photo-
graphed Dian Fossey and the gorillas in 
Rwanda as well as lions in Kenya.  You 
will agree that he knows how to take 
portraits of cats and their people too.    

Good Reading 
The book for this issue is just beautiful.  
If you like seeing great photos of cats, 
here is your chance.  This is a small, 
thick book entitled “Cats” by Yann 
Arthus-Bertrand.  It is a 2003 Barnes 
and Noble book.   

It shows different breeds of cat, some 
with their people, and gives informa-
tion about each breed.  You will delight 
in seeing these pampered pets and their 

You can get used copies at 

 Barnes & Noble.com 
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Ways You Can Help 

Mission Statement 

Friends of Felines mission, in the interest of feral and stray cats everywhere, is to support cat 

caretakers, gain recognition of the beneficial role that caretakers perform, implement the trap, 

neuter and return (TNR) method of population control, and promote the adoption of long-

term, caretaker-based solutions regarding feral and stray cats. 

Specifically, our purpose and commitment are to:   

¶ Facilitate the work of caretakers in caring for feral and stray cats and controlling their 

population growth by trap, neuter and return. 

¶ Provide a communication network and support resources for caretakers. 

¶ Project a strong unifying voice for feral/stray cat caretakers and their colonies 

¶ Work with and educate property decision makers and governmental agencies in appropri-

ate and humane solutions for feral and stray cats 

717 N. Commercial 

Sedgwick, KS  67135 

Friends of Felines 

do not need to be a member to at-
tend our meetings but membership 
is available.   

We always accept donations of 
money.  We have no paid staff so all 
the donations do help the cats.   

For membership information, or to 
mail donations 

Friends of Felines                                 
1910 N. Cranbrook                              
Wichita, KS  67206 

Or go to our website 

 felinefriendsks.com 

You’ll be glad you did!!! 

Thank You!!! 

We are looking for folks in the 
Wichita area who would like to vol-
unteer to learn to trap cats with us.  
If you are a caretaker and would like 
to learn we can teach you as well.  
There are so many colonies and by 
trapping just one evening a week, 
you can be a big help.  If you are 
interested please email Sue at 
sue@felinefriendsks.com.   

You are welcome to attend our meet-
ings.  They are usually the 3rd Sun-
day of the month, but check our 
website because we have to change 
the dates at times.  We hold meet-
ings in Sedgwick in the odd-
numbered months and in Wichita 
in the even-numbered months.  You 

Newsletter contact 

 Sue@felinefriendsks.com 

We’re on the web!
www.felinefriendsks.com 

Board of Directors 
President-Ray Huff     email:  Ray@felinefriendsks.com 
Vice President-Wayne Roberts    email:  Wayne@felinefriendsks.com 
Secretary-Sue Schamp     email:  Sue@felinefriendsks.com 
Treasurer-Norma Roberts     email:  Norma@felinefriendsks.com 
Vet Consultant-Sarah Pratt DVM 



 

 

2008 Annual Report  

Friends and Supporters:  

 

I am pleased to report that with your support 2008 was a very successful year rescuing stray and feral cats. It was also a re cor d year in 

terms of funds raised to support our activities.  Specifically;  

 -We were the recipient of $21,000 in grants  

 -Friends of Felines received $15,596 in private donations  

 -In -Kind donations totaled $5,033  

Total income for the year was $41,629.  In 2004, our first year in existence, we raised $124 in donations so this is quite an  accomplishment.  

The generosity of our supporters has allowed us to aggressively take on projects that would have not been financially feasibl e in the past. In 

September of 2008 we were able to take advantage of purchasing a 1999 Ford Expedition that had been repossessed by a local ba nk.  While it 

had 90K miles it was in amazingly good condition.  Since the bank is familiar with our organization we were able to acquire i t f or $2,500.  The 

book value is over $10,000.  This enables us to handle trapping projects with much greater ease.  Previously some volunteers did not have a 

vehicle that would be suitable to handle the traps and trapping support material.  

We also purchased 36 new style traps to supplement our current inventory.  While these news traps were considerably more expe nsive they 

are very high tech and the danger of one of the cats being injured is very remote since they are not spring loaded.  

Friends of Felines volunteers supported 5 feral colonies in 2008 with a total of 150 cats.  For 2008 we purchased 2,000 lbs. of dry food and 

3,000 cans of wet food.  This food was used to support our colonies and provide food for free or at a reduced costs to those who wanted to 

maintain their cats, but have financial limitations.  A detailed form requesting assistance is available on our website: www.felinefriendsks.com .  

All these requests for assistance (trapping, medical, and food) are reviewed at our monthly board meetings.  

Our expenses for 2008 were as follows:  

 Medical/Vet    $8.449   44%  

 Cat Food                  $3,183   16% 

 Automobile Expense                 $3,004   16% 

 Supplies                  $1,979   10% 

 Insurance for  

  Car and Trailers                $1,029   5% 

 Medical Supplies                   $829   4% 

 Storage Rental                   $550   3% 

 Adjustment    $300   2% 

 Other Expense                    $30   0 

 Salaries,Other Overhead                        $0   0 

 

In 2008 we tackled 25 trapping projects and spayed or neutered 144 cats and either returned them to their previous location w her e arrange-

ments were made for their shelter and care or placed them in one of our managed colonies.   

The President of Friends of Felines, Ray Huff, was named as the Pet Person of the Year by the Wichita Veterinary Association for  his efforts 

in both rescuing cats and helping individuals and communities implement spay/neuter programs.   

During 2008 representatives of our organization made presentations promoting TNR to numerous localities and civic groups.   

While 2008 was a very successful year we foresee 2009 and beyond being even more challenging due to the economic downturn.  O fte ntimes, 

cats and other pets become collateral damage as families go through serious financial difficulties.  We see an increase in ou r medical and food 

costs at the same time we are receiving more and more requests for assistance.  While we have done a project in Western Kansa s 300 miles 

away we have more than we can possible handle in our immediate area.   

Thanks to all for your financial and moral support of our mission to rescue stray and feral cats.  

Ray Huff  

President  

http://www.felinefriendsks.com/

