) Friends of Felines &

“An association of people who care”

Syracuse Project is Completed

It is with great pleasure and
a sense of satisfaction that I
am able to report that the
Syracuse Project has been
completed!!!" This project
has involved many people
volunteering their time, as
well as some wonderful vets
and the caretakers that
have accepted all of these
cats. Of course the big
tragedy interwoven in this
project involved the loss of
27 of those precious cats,
along with our vehicle,
trailer and other equipment
in the Greensburg tornado.

Despite that devastating
setback, we were able to
recover and pressed on for
four more long trips to
Syracuse, in May for 23
cats, August for 31 cats,

SOS For Our Bentley Colony

Volunteers with Friends of
Felines have spent many
hours and many dollars
working on the shelter for
our Bentley colony. As of
this writing, we now are in
desperate need of a new
place for these cats. The

October for 22 cats, and
November for the remain-
ing 7 cats. A total of 83
cats were rescued and relo-
cated, and with those who
perished in the Greensburg
tornado, we trapped a total
of 110 cats on that one
property alone. These cats
now have lifetime homes in
colonies in Oklahoma,
Colorado, and Kansas.

Our thanks to those who
volunteered their time; to
those who sent donations;
to Dr. Al Collingwood, Dr.
Pam Howell, Dr. Sarah
Pratt and Dr. Molly Lusk,
as well as the staff of Sedg-
wick Vet Clinic- Sherry
Parton, Sarah Davis and

Erin McVicar.

property has been sold, and
the new owners have gra-
ciously allowed us to keep
the cats on the property
until Springtime. We are
actively seeking places to
relocate these cats, and
time is running out. If you

Without the caretakers
who were willing to take on
the duties of each new col-
ony, we would not have
been able to relocate all
these cats. A huge THANK
YOU to all those new care-
takers. You are the heart of
what we stand for.
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Some of the Syracuse cats
basking in the sun prior to
being trapped

have the ability to take
some or all of these cats, or
know of anyone who has
property and is able to take
them, please contact us
ASAP. Email Sue at flam-
ingo24@sbcglobal.net.
Thank you for your help.
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Alley Cat Allies/Friends of Felines Seminar in Wichita

We were very fortunate to have Becky
Robinson, president of Alley Cat Allies
in Wichita this past October to present
with us, “Helping Outdoor Cats”. We
had a great crowd of about 80 attendees
at the Pioneer Balloon facility in Wich-
ita. Becky started the seminar by asking
who all had fed stray/feral cats prior to
coming today—a large percentage of
folks raised their hands. She also spoke
of the many successful projects that her
organization has spearheaded, as well as
educating us all on the extent of the
feral cat problem in this country.

Pam Howell, DVM, talked about dis-

Donations

Friends of Felines had a wonderful
donation recently, that of an 8 x 20’
enclosed trailer. This was donated by a
local resident and animal lover, Joanne
Clevenger, in memory of Eldon and
Melvin Clevenger.

We hope to be able to acquire grants
for equipment and supplies to trans-
form this gift into an Emergency Res-
cue Unit to be used in natural disasters

eases and conditions in feral cats that
could impact folks working with them.

Friends of Felines President, Ray Huff /

talked about Trap, Neuter and Return X A
(TNR) and the art of working with feral I R
cats in traps. 5, _/"I )

Carla Harlep with the Kansas Humane

Society also spoke and clarified their
role in working with feral cats in Wich-

;t; more information about Alley Cat ) Fr‘ieNds of Felines 0".“

Allies, check out their website at alley-
cat.org.

If you are interested in helping with
this effort by donating time, money, or

such as the Greensburg tornado. We
also hope to obtain a vehicle to pull the

trailer.

Thanks also to Unruh Fabricators of
Sedgwick for the paint job.

This trailer will be used as an
Emergency Rescue Unit for natural §
disasters.

Upcoming Meeting for Wichita

Since the seminar that was presented in
October, a joint effort by Friends of
Felines and Alley Cat Allies, there has
been increased interest by folks in the
Wichita area for another meeting. Ray
Huff, President of Friends of Felines,
would like to assist those folks in orga-
nizing their efforts to help the feral cats
in Wichita. By some estimates, there
are thousands of feral cats in the area.
Many folks who attended the October

seminar indicated that involved or volunteer to

they are already feeding contact us.
stray/feral cats, and

We hope to be setting a
would like to become b &

] ) B Wichita meeting date and
more involved in learning |~

about TNR, and helping

to be sure their colonies

location in the near fu-
ture. Watch our website
and the local media for

are spayed/neutered and any updates.

as healthy as possible.

Woaiting for dinner

We encourage anyone
who would like to become
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http://www.alleycat.org/

Kitty Treats

Unusual Treats

Readers have reported some odd things
that their kitties like to eat—not harm-
ful, just a bit odd. The list continues to
grow. How about your kitties? Find
them eating and loving some rather
odd foods? Share them with us!!

Brenda’s older kitty
can smell corn cook-
ing, even in his sleep.
It wakes him up
every time, and
brings him running

for dinner. She has

Good Reading

Read any good books lately about cats?
Share your insights with us and our
readers by email.

The Loss of a Pet: A Guide to Coping
with the Grieving Process When a Pet
Dies

By Wallace Sife PhD

This is a great resource if you have re-
cently lost a beloved companion ani-
mal, whether cat or other. Many folks

always had corn-loving cats, some of
which would growl if she tried to take
the old cobs from them.

Jennifer has a diabetic cat who happens
to like sugar free pudding. Now, isn’t
that clever for a diabetic?

Shirley’s cat Spook
was kooky for canta-
loupe. She states
that when he was
sick, that is all he
would eat.

Phil’s 3 kitties love plain, fatfree
Kroger’s yogurt. He says his vet recom-

just don’t understand the grief some of
us experience when we lose that ani-
mal. That source of unconditional
love, the lapful of purring fur, or the
joyous bouncing, tailwagging dog. The

APLB has a great website,
www.aplb.org

Think You Know All About Cats?

From the November, 2007 issue of Cat

Fancy, excerpts from “30 Things You
Might Not Know About Cats”

All cats, both exotic and domestic,
belong to the same family; Felidae
The domestic cat is descended
from a species of small wildcat
called Felis silvestris.

The lion is the only member of the
cat family that hunts in a family

group or pride. All other cats are
solitary hunters and mainly live
alone.

Cats’ hearts beat twice as fast as
ours, about 240 beats per minute.
They have faster metabolisms, re-
quiring more oxygen to the heart.
The faster beating meets that de-
mand.

Some researchers believe cats were

mended it due to bowel problems they
were having. The yogurt aids in having
normal bowel flora. Hey, that works
great for people, too!!
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grief is real, and can be as consuming as
when we lose a human companion.

We grieve in secret, knowing others will
say things like, "It was just a cat”, or
worse—"Just get another one and you’ll
be fine”. This book can help you work
through the grieving process, and also
has resources for support groups. Dr.
Sife is also the founder of the Associa-
tion for Pet Loss and Bereavement

(APLB).

first domesticated about 4,000
years ago, possibly in Egypt, when
it was observed how well they
caught the mice that fed on stored
grain.
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Friends of Felines

717 N. Commercial
Sedgwick, KS 67135

Newsletter contact
flamingo24@sbcglobal.net
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Board of Directors
President-Ray Huff
Vice President-Terry Gaul
Vice President-Wayne Roberts
Secretary-Sue Schamp
Treasurer-Norma Roberts
Vet Consultant-Sarah Pratt DVM

Mission Statement

Friends of Felines mission, in the interest of feral and stray cats everywhere, is to
support cat caretakers, gain recognition of the beneficial role that caretakers perform
implement the trap, neuter and return (TNR) method of population control, and
promote the adoption ofdamg caretakersed solutions regarding feral and stray
cats.

Specifically, our purpose and commitment are to:

Facilitate the work of caretakers in caring for feral and stray cats and control-
ling their population growth by trap, neuter and return.

Provide a communication network and support resources for caretakers.
Project a strong unifying voice for feral/stray cat caretakers and their colonies

Work with ands educate property decision makers and governmental agencies ir
appropriate and humane solutions for feral and stray cats

Friends of Felines welcomes volun-
teers, whether you want to assist
with our TNR efforts, or be a care-
taker for a colony.

We also gladly accept donations of
money or equipment/supplies.

Right now we are really in need of
locations to relocate colonies. Not
only do we need to relocate our
Bentley cats, but most of our current
requests for assistance include the
need to relocate other cats. Without
good, safe places for these kitties,
they remain in situations where they
aren’t wanted and they may not have
the food, water and shelter that they
need to make it through the winter.

ronment are known to those who

To contact Friends of Felines, Email

Ways You Can Help

) Wdim
Please, if you can help, or know of You'll be glad you did:
someone who might be willing to
help, let us know. The rewards of be
allowing these cats to live out their /_ﬁ‘ﬂ w

natural lives in a safe, caring envi- \

already have helped.

at flamingo24@sbcglobal.net

For membership information, or to

mail donations

Friends of Felines Thank Youlll
1910 N. Cranbrook

Wichita, KS 67206

Or go to our website

felinefriendsks.com




