
Trust Fund Helps Feral Cats 

Friends of Felines has been 
very fortunate to have be-
come benefactors of ―The 
Betty H. Graham Charita-
ble Trust‖.  Our president, 
Ray Huff has met with the 
trustees, Larry Sell and Pat 
Coyer, to tell them about 
our organization and our 
mission involving feral cats.  
The trustees have written 
us a generous check, and 
we were able to purchase a 
Ford Expedition with part 
of that donation.  It is a 
used vehicle, but in won-
derful condition.  Please 
see the photo to the right.  
We will use the vehicle to 
pull our Rescue Trailer, 
and also for trapping cats 
when needed.  So, if you 
have been wanting to learn 

to trap feral cats and help 
us out, but felt you couldn’t 
because you didn’t want to 
transport cats and traps in 
your vehicle, we have a 
solution.  Approved mem-
bers of Friends of Felines 
will be able to use our Ex-
pedition for trapping.  If 
you are interested in learn-
ing to trap, please let us 
know. 

The trustees have assured 
Ray that they continue to 
be interested in funding 
projects in the future.   

Thank you, Larry and Pat 
for believing in what we do.  
The generous donations 
will certainly help us in our 
work with so many feral 
cats. 

National Feral Cat Day 

October 16th is National 
Feral Cat Day.  To com-
memorate this day, Friends 
of Felines is issuing a chal-
lenge to each of you.  We 
challenge you to pledge to 
have a feral cat spayed or 
neutered.  If you don’t have 

a colony that you care for, 
or if all the cats in your 
colony are already fixed, 
you can still help.  Contact 
your local feral cat organiza-
tion, or contact us.  We will 
take your pledge, and then 
let you know what caregiver 

or colony that you helped.  
If we all work together, we 
can make a difference in 
the feral cat population.  
And while you are at it, 
spread the word about 
TNR.  Education is a pow-
erful tool for change. 
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seen our furry friend.‖  Low and be-
hold...they had seen him—-many times—
-for the past two months!  

And, they had been feeding him table 
scraps!  That explained his butterball 
physique.  But, for some reason, he 
preferred nurses to disc jockeys and he 
wouldn’t let the radio station personnel 
pick him up.  They thought he was 
wild.  I said, ―Oh, no.  He’s a lover.  
This kitty belonged to someone at 
sometime.‖  

Signs were posted in the hospital and 
days went by—no sign of kitty.  A cou-
ple of weeks passed and I emailed our 
radio friends.  ―Have you seen kitty?‖  
Their reply, ―No, we haven’t.  But the 
food is always gone that we set out.  So, 
he’s still around/‖  I and others weren’t 
convinced.  Thanksgiving came and 
went and my heart yearned to maybe 
get a glimpse of him scurrying under 
some parked car.  I thought the worst. 

Christmas was getting closer and winter 
weather had set in.  We had just picked 
up our daughter and her family at the 
airport when I received an urgent 
phone call.  ―Phil, we have him...the 
kitty...here in a box at the hospital.  
Can you come get him and keep him 
for the night?!‖  I could not believe my 
ears!  Was it really our gray tabby and 
white kitty?!  Yes, Rosa, the house-
keeper had picked him up in the park-
ing lot and taken him home.  But, her 
grandson was allergic to ―kitty.‖  So, she 
brought him back to the hospital.  Jill, 
one of our ICU nurses had recently lost 
(died) her cat and was looking for a 
rescue kitty to give a home.  I literally 
dumped my family at the house and 
grabbed the generic kennel and ran out 
the door.  It’s an 18 mile drive to the 
Kansas Heart Hospital on Webb Road.  
In the meantime, ―Kitty‖ is waiting in a 
box at the back door of the hospital.  
Kitty doesn’t like being confined and 
escapes to an unknown location in the 

hospital!  So we find hospital security, 
Jill the nurse and her ICU supervisor 
scouring the hospital for the escapee.  
After a frantic search, they find him 
curled up in the corner of the electro-
physiology lab.  I arrived to find 
―Houdini‖ chowing down a can of cat 
food in the ICU nurse’s work room.  
Kitty greeted me just like he did on that 
cold November morning with that 
sweet loving meow...begging me to pick 
him up.  What a relief to know that he 
was safe and warm at last!  It was like 
―the eagle had landed‖ and we had one 
very happy ICU nurse with one very 
happy kitty.  It can truly be said that the 
Kansas Heart Hospital not only saves 
hearts but ―we save kitties, too!‖ 

This is not the end of the story.  There 
had to be a ―name the kitty contest‖ for 
all of the hospital to get in on.  The list 
kept growing and growing with names 
like, Pacer, Houdini, Diesel, Cosmo, 
D.C.(darn cat).  The winning entry 
went to our CEO, Dr. Tom Ashcom 
with the name Jack, for Jack and Jill 
(his new found owner).  Christmas at 
last had arrived and Jack and Jill went 
up the hill to live happily ever after.  
Jack found himself no more wandering 
the cold streets of Wichita begging for 
food, but rather in the care and love of 
a nurse who not only had compassion 
for people but kitties, too. 

Have a story you would like to put in 
our newsletter?  Email it to Sue for con-
sideration in an upcoming issue.   

Page 2 

Jack and Jill...Went Up the Hill 

 

Thanks to Phil Yust for submitting this 
heartwarming story.  With winter fast 
approaching, it is a reminder that the 
kitties need us to look out for them!  
Keep your heart open to possibilities— 

It was 6:00 AM on a dark, cold 20 
something morning and I had just 
pulled up to the rear entrance of the 
Kansas heart Hospital.  As I grabbed 
my bag, making my way to the staff 
door of the hospital, this forlorn ―cry‖ 
came from underneath a parked vehi-
cle just a few spaces from my car.  Out 
from under that car came the cutest 
gray tabby and white kitty that was just 
begging me to pet him, which I quickly 
did with some concern.  Where did he 
come from?  Did he belong to some-
one?  How long had he been here?  
Thee are no residential areas near the 
hospital, just commercial development.  
I hesitantly left him and ran in the 
building to start my day as an anesthe-
tist.  After 20 minutes of worrying 
about this little guy, I ran back out to 
look for him and literally found no 
trace of him.  Now, I really felt 
bad.Upon questioning employees and 
nurses, ―Did you see a gray and white 
kitty in the staff parking lot this morn-
ing?!‖...To my surprise, many people 
had seen him in that 20 minute span.  
Two nurses said, ―Oh yes.  We’ve seen 
him before out there in the parking lot 
and he even let us pick him up.  He’s 
very sweet!‖  It was as if he was begging 
someone to, ―Please, take me home!  
I’ve been lost for a long time and I’m 
cold and tired of living in the street 
drains.‖ 

All day I fretted about ―Kitty‖, and at 
the end of my day, I made a beeline to 
the parking lot to see if he might still 
be around.  NO sign of kitty.  How 
guilty I felt.  Across from the hospital’s 
employee parking lot is Clear Channel 
radio station.  I thought, ‖I’m going 
over there and see if they might have  
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(Read Parts 1 and 2 in our last newslet-
ters on our website.) 

July 4, 2007ðHere’s that kitty, and she 
has had her babies.  Better get a book 
on cats to learn about the babies. 

Aug. 5, 2007ðMomma’s been eating 
every day at my house, and I’ve been 
watching over her.  She took her babies 
outside today, and let me come see 
them—from a distance.  There are 5 
kittens, and they are so cute!!  Better 
get them caught so they can be adopted 
at the Humane Society.   

Aug. 6, 2007, early afternoonð

Momma is gone, and the kittens are 
gone.  What happened? 

Aug. 6, 2007, after darkðWe had our 
Neighborhood Watch party, and I 
heard tiny kitten mews from the dark.  
Can’t find anyone tonight, we’ll have to 
look in the morning. 

Aug. 7, 2007ðTwo doors down and 
across the alley from where the kittens 
were born, and we caught 2 of them, a 
black one, and a grey and white one.  I 
recognize them from the other day.  
But still not sign of Momma, and not a 
trace of the other kittens.  These guys 

are starved, though, so better get them 
some formula.  

Aug. 13, 2007ðWell, I’m hooked!  I’m 
adopting these guys.  It’s off to the vet 
for their first checkup. 

TodayðKuro (Black) and Kichouna
(Precious) are spoiled, indoor kitties, 
with a momma who has become dedi-
cated to feral cats and TNR.  No more 
do I think, ‖I can’t feed them or they 
will hang around‖.  Cats are welcome at 
my house to eat their fill.  Of course, if 
they become regulars, they will get a 
―free‖ trip to the vet for TNR... 

see in the photo, this can be a nice 
warm home for a large colony of cats. 

As caregivers for our feral cat colonies, 
we need to provide shelter for all sea-
sons.  For winter, the cats need some 
place dry, out of the wind, with lots of 
bedding that they can curl up in.   

A pickup topper is an excellent shelter.  
It can be attached to a wooden base, 
and then filled with dry straw.  One of 
the windows should be left open, with 
the opening facing south.  As you can 

You can also use large plastic storage 
tubs with lids, deck boxes, modified 
dog houses, or you can build shelters of 
your own to coordinate with your prop-
erty.  Of course, some folks have a pet 
door into the garage or other outbuild-
ing to provide shelter.  

However you do it, be sure to provide 
adequate shelter for the upcoming win-
ter.  Your cats depend on you. 

Diary of a Feral Cat Advocate-Part3 

Are You Ready for Cold Weather? 

Along with a timetable of the develop-
ment of the sanctuary, there are many 
stories that will touch your heart, and 
some that will make you believe in the 
love of humankind again.  I didn’t 
want to put the book down– very enjoy-
able to read.   

Situated in beautiful Angel Canyon, 
Utah, visitors can tour or spend time 
volunteering at the sanctuary.   

Good Reading 
Thanks again to Shirley for loaning me 
this issue’s book, ―Best Friends-The 
True Story of the World’s Most Be-
loved Animal Sanctuary‖, by Samantha 
Glen.  It all started in the 60’s when a 
group of friends came up with an idea 
for a place to keep unwanted animals.  
Through a huge amount of hard work 
and many sacrifices, Best Friends Ani-
mal Sanctuary was born.   Visit them at bestfriends.org 
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Ways You Can Help 

 

 

717 N. Commercial 

Sedgwick, KS  67135 

Friends of Felines 

to let us know how many copies you 
would like.  Thanks you in advance 
for helping to educate folks about 
feral cat issues. 

To contact Friends of Felines, Email 
at Sue@felinefriendsks.com 

For membership information, or to 
mail donations 

Friends of Felines                                 
1910 N. Cranbrook                              
Wichita, KS  67206 

Or go to our website 

 felinefriendsks.com 

You’ll be glad you did!!! 

Thank You!!! 

Friends of Felines has a new bro-
chure to briefly educate about feral 
cats and TNR.  If you would like to 
have some brochures, maybe to 
hand out at neighborhood get-
togethers, to have available at local 
cat or pet functions, or to educate 
and place in local pet stores or vet-
erinary offices, please email Sue.  
The brochure can be emailed to you, 
and you can print as many copies as 
you need.  These are on 8 1/2x11 
inch sheets, printed on both sides 
and folded in thirds.  If you don’t 
have email but would still like some 
brochures, you can request them by 
contacting us at the return address 
on your mailing envelope.  Be sure 

Happy 

Halloween! 

Newsletter contact 

Sue@felinefriendsks.com 

 

We’re on the web!
www.felinefriendsks.com 

Mission Statement 

Friends of Felines mission, in the interest of feral and stray cats everywhere, is to support cat 

caretakers, gain recognition of the beneficial role that caretakers perform, implement the trap, 

neuter and return (TNR) method of population control, and promote the adoption of long-

term, caretaker-based solutions regarding feral and stray cats. 

Specifically, our purpose and commitment are to:   

¶ Facilitate the work of caretakers in caring for feral and stray cats and controlling their 

population growth by trap, neuter and return. 

¶ Provide a communication network and support resources for caretakers. 

¶ Project a strong unifying voice for feral/stray cat caretakers and their colonies 

¶ Work with ands educate property decision makers and governmental agencies in appro-

priate and humane solutions for feral and stray cats 

Board of Directors 
President-Ray Huff     email:  Ray@felinefriendsks.com 
 Vice President-Wayne Roberts    email:  Wayne@felinefriendsks.com 
Secretary-Sue Schamp     email:  Sue@felinefriendsks.com 
Treasurer-Norma Roberts     email:  Norma@felinefriendsks.com 
Vet Consultant-Sarah Pratt DVM 


